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ABSTRACT 

The 1965 amendments t o  Pennsylvania's Clean Streams Law prohib i t  the 
discharge of acid mine drainage i n t o  the streams of the  Commonwealth a f t e r  
January 1, 1967. Because of t h i s  new l eg i s l a t ion  the coal mining industry 
and s t a t e  government a r e  extremely aware of the  necessity f o r  new techniques 
i n  treatment and prevention of the  flow of acid mine drainage from the  ac t ive  
mines of the Commonwealth i n  order t o  keep the  coal mining industry i n  
Pennsylvania. Approximately one th i rd  of the t o t a l  volume of mine drainage 
presently pol lu t ing  the  streams of the  Commonwealth or ig ina tes  from "active 
coal operationsn and two th i rds  come from "abandoned mine discharges." 
date,  the Commonwealth has a l loca ted  grants  t o t a l ing  $2,805,631 f o r  mine 
drainage research. 
on a "watershed-by-watershed" basis.  Engineering s tudies  a r e  being made 
t o  pinpoint sources of pollution and then remedial ac t ion  programs a r e  
defined and i n i t i a t e d  on a p r i o r i t y  basis.  
approach divides the  abandoned mine abatement problem i n t o  two l o  i c a l  
divisions: 
of mine drainage. The treatment approach can be fu r the r  divided i n t o  two 
basic approaches, i . e . ,  treatment soley f o r  t he  re turn  of a minimum qual i ty  
but acceptable discharge t o  streams and complete regeneration of mine drainage 
t o  prepare a sa t i s fac tory  water f o r  reuse. 

To 

The Commonwealth i s  tackl ing  its abatement a c t i v i t i e s  

The bas ic  premise of the Department 

(1) Volume reduction or contamination prevention; (27 Treatment 

This presentation w i l l  be made through the  use of colored s l ides .  


